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Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 



2a)Q This action is FINAL. - 2 b)B This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) |EI Claim(s) _M8 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 10-18 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [>3 Claim(s) U) is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 

1 1) U The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)D All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1-D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) Kl Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) .n. - ^ 

9\ HI w«n^ fn fl , } 4) LJ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) U Notice of Draftsperson s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date 

"SS!tSS^ Stat6ment(S) (PT °- 1449 0r PTO/SB/08 > 5 > □ Notice * « Patent AppHcation (PTO-1 52) 
' 6) [_} Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 



PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 120604 



Application/Control Number: 10/799,589 
Art Unit: 1762 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-18 are pending in this application. 



Election/Restrictions 
Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1-9 in the reply filed on 1 1/8/04 is 
acknowledged. 

Claims 10-18 have been withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a nonelected 
invention. 



Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent and 
should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the patent is of a 
basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the abstract should be 
directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an improvement in an old 
apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should include the technical disclosure 
of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly those for compounds and compositions 
wherein the process for making and/or the use thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set 
forth a process for making and/or use thereof. If the new technical disclosure involves 
modifications or alternatives, the abstract should mention by way of example the preferred 
modification or alternative. 



The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative applications of the 
invention and should not compare the invention with the prior art. 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 

( 1 ) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 



Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be gi 



Application/Control Number: 10/799 589 t> 

' Page 3 

Art Unit: 1762 

It is noted that the claimed invention is directed to a method. The examiner suggests 
amending the abstract to reflect same 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

It is noted that the claimed invention is directed solely to a method. The examiner 
suggests amending the abstract to reflect same 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities listed below. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

In paragraph 24 line 5 of the specification, the attempt to incorporate subject matter into 
this application by reference to Serial Number 10/198,094 is improper because there is no 
recitation that the application is commonly assigned. Reliance on a commonly assigned 
copending application by a different inventor may ordinarily be made for the purpose of 
completing the disclosure. See In re Fried , 329 F.2d 323, 141 USPQ 27, (CCPA 1964), and 
General Electric Co. v. Brenner, 407 F.2d 1258, 159 USPQ 335 (D.C. Cir 1968). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 
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In claim 3 lines 3, 6-7, 9-10, the terms "thin layer" and "high velocity" are relative terms 
which renders the claim indefinite. The term "thin" and "high" are not defined by the claim, the 
specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of 
ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary stall ,n the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. ' 



This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
c aims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U S C 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gilliard 
et al. (6,811,805). Gilliard discloses a method of applying a coating to an object comprising 
spraying a coating liquid by atomization (col.3 lines 24-33). The object can be an ophthalmic 
lens or a medical device (col.3 lines 10-12) wherein the medical device can be a stent (col.6 lines 
40-54). The medical device 660 is placed on a table 670 (col. 13 lines 18-23) and sprayed by a 
device which includes a mixing chamber and an orifice with pressurized air (col.l 1 lines 29-36). 
This device also contains a flow restriction device which pressurizes the air (col.l 1 lines 37-50). 
However, the reference fails to teach a portion of a medical device. 
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It is noted that the reference clearly teaches of coating a medical device. In one respect, 
if it coats any part of the medical device, then the limitation of a portion of medical device being 
coated has been met. However, if the limitation is to be read coating only a portion, one skilled 
in the art would reasonably expect that given the successful teaching of coating a medical device, 
that a portion could successfully be 6oated as well. Hence, it would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art to coat only a portion with the expectation of success. 

The limitations of claims 2-9 have been addressed above. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to B. Chen whose telephone number is (571) 272-141 7 The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am - 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Shrive Beck can be reached on (571) 272-1415. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) 
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